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Selective and Divided Attention
• Selective attention: we choose to attend to stimuli and ignore others The concentrated focus of attention on particular stimuli or some information of those stimuli enhances our ability to manipulate them for other cognitive processes
• Divided attention: we allocate our available attentional resources to coordinate performances on more than one task at a time Divided attention while driving: a dangerous dual task
• A dual task performance in the real world.
• Legislation: prohibit drivers from talking on cell phones while behind the wheel.
• Using cell phones while driving is believed to be a major cause in 50% of highway accidents. • The argument is: talking on a cell phone distracts the driver's attention from navigating the vehicle on the road 
Method Notes
• Natural cell phone conversation 
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• Scholl et al (2003) Results (UE = ) Implications 
78.9% 5%
• Perception research can be ecologically valid!
• The multi-modal nature of attention
Shadowing

76.4% 25%
• Interference between modalities.
• Scholl et al (2003) • Scholl et al (2003) 
